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Normaa Fellows Archiblog

-~ ™he oatinuing design oFf autonomous wnlversitios by Dalversity Senates and thelr architeots
Edakit is cme of two early office eatriss to the 2010 doss 2oL represent Lo s a particularly msaningful way of lavesting lisited Mational resturces
Paris Risnzale deing contesplated st the practice in ¥hen seen a» either a solutica to the probiem of education or a ilfelong leamming opportunity
Confolens from J0th Septesder 2008 to 22nd June 2010,

the sodern concept of university, with its origiss in the Middie Ages, wears a certain familiar

It is presented dare in & woch abbreviated form and jaded lock. Conmsidering the amount of ressarch, administrative and desigeers’ time speat on
beinging forth & nev one, the university doss little o prevent Lgaorance; gives lictle in the
way Of pleasure and sntartainmnt 10 Ats residential users, the students) dows Little to redeis
the starcity of the trained parsosaal wio tun the secvice withia: s frequently found Lo e
obsolescent wpon completion and is usually difficult and expensive to change or throw away. All
over the world, architects are sagaged on putting up scaussnts to a ssdieval sense of leamaing .
msanswhile, akills shortages increass in the Weat, accesas is denied to the poor of the world,
UNESCO declares Llliteracy persists in parts of Asia and Sub-Saharan Afrioa and millions
drog o%t ox Dectsm fallures in spite of e walversity. I sugpest 1TAAT universities as v haow

thes have cutiived thelir usefelsess and that & strateglie redistribution of financlal resources
As reguired Af we are to receive the benefits of sducatiocnal servicing that might reasonably be
expected

COLIASE JLLOSTEATING A WIDE JANCE OF EDOXIT AFPLICATIONS THX SYSTEM OOUTLINXD GLOMAL COVERACX CNIOADING MAJOK TEANEFMOKTER VENICLE
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Edsoational servioing should exist prisarily for
student besafit and pleasure, not for the besefit of

teoaching, educaticoal, adainistrative or design personsel.
Non-residential sexvicing - Li.e. follow-up, preventive,
diagnocatic and learning facilities - should e as readily
k _I_ SPEC' |SE available as sexvicing at drive-in filling stations,
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The isdalance in World awailability of educaticnal
xpartise should not be seen as disadvantageces to wader
sppiled comunitios - (L.o. developing countries) - rather the
local comcentrations of skill and excellence to be found in developed
commtries should be reinforced, asd through design intezrvention sade
available to those areas seeding or requesting increased servicing.
Given appropriate comuaication and learning facilities such
avallability should ot require massive redeploysent of
edutational perscanel arcund the globe. The basic
redeployment required is of finasclial rescurces.

spread designed by Edukit team
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The increasing scphistication of electronic engiseering and
communication techniques should de realised as creating cpportunities
for hose monitoring and educaticnal servioling

The priozities in the provisica of edetational service facllities
abould be seen as equipsent, personnel and buildings ...
An that order

The provision of increased or sew edocational servicing
should be taken as an oppoztumity for creating mew induatrcy
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MONITORING EQUIMMENT KROTE LOCATION EDUCATIONAL SERVICE

TR EECUTIVE SERVICE
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RUXKIT COMPMONENTE ON EDOCATIONAL AND FREVENTIVE TOUR
AN EXTRACT FROM THE PARIS BIENNALE EXNIBIT

Azy resideatial serviciag reguiring overnight stay away
from hose should De seen by the desigrer as & recreaticnal and
lelsure probles

T

All deaign proposals concerning educaticnal facilities supply
should capitalise on the assusptiom that they will rapidly
becoss cbeclescent and will therefore regulire ease of remcwval,
sodernisation, alteration or destruotion,
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In responsse to the propositions Ndukit outiines & system of parts.
divisible inte Ffowr beoad cateagurias, whioh are slther Lilustrated
SX sysbolised 1n the acotempanying Lllustrations. It is latendsd that
Bdukit could be applisd anyvhearse Ain the U or abroad. The ssrvioe
proposed would be avallablis on subsaription as An the csss of publle
sducational soheses, and Doth gesrscansl and Componeats would be
suopplied by Rdokit. It is my intention o descoribe an Antegrated
and comprehensive supply systes as an aitearmative to the cuwrrent
Gendept OFf wnlvessity. The work Lilustrated Jease Le gussented as o
Degiraing 2 will appreciate any commseants, particularly the
hostile

ADVANCE FARTY ANRIVING

COMPONENT & SERIES CAYT
NS

USE and/or LOCATION

ELECTRONIC SEXIES

Mesbership of Comsat 5.001  Access to Intelsat systesms: fast J-way
links in disaster servicing.

Links to Nat Compts. 9 00T Teaching: Dlagnosis: Jecords: Fesearch. |
| Gxids | L
| Monlroring Module 5.007 Basic elesent. Ceseral wse in hose or

+ cosposants 016 teaching station. Speclialised use as

tutorial element. Monitors central
production and servicing. CCIV attachment.
Usable on telephone 1ines,

$. 038 Street corner or drive-in lecation, ¥asio
elesent in preveative systesa. Linked to
meighbourhood ceatre or umiversity.
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Transporter units MN.001 Land, sea OF alr Lransporters used to
e ship major coavoys or systems on
_educational or disaster sissiocas.
Small teams Sky- 'M.505 T Mdvance party to check out Edukit supplies
divers and para- ~00%  required, Also for direct delivery to
edocationalists diffiouit or dasaged sites
Woblle offices peivate

W 08T Benl-private enclosures available to
educational perscanel or students. Used in
clasarcoa location.

USSRy

Powered wall K. 001 Used as extearsal walls and secondary
pacals self contaised and supported screens
AL Panel TR0 T tcaditicoed alr pamels. located in

| external walls.

! ek

TN 0N Used in conjusction with wall (N.30I) and

roof other enclosure elesents,
[ Gisposable space TR. 0I5 Bort Life elesent, Uee with information
niners pods and intessive teaching and learsing
| sodales.

i' GINERAL SXATRS 1 i
| Yood supply To increass the razge of food offered use
vill be sade of existing restaurants and
doep [reexe/alcrovave techalques. ¥o
central kitchens provided.
Gazes TE3kIt proposes a set of internaticeal
electronic ganes and simulator systeas to
| e operable by students either sobile or
L | based at hose
THE ABOVE REFPRESENTS ONLY A SELECTION OF THE EDUKLT RANGE, FURTHER
INTORMATION WILL BE AVAILANLE IN THE REFORT AVAILANLE ON DRMAND .




ORIGINAL SCHEMA

Norman Fellows

Buckminster Fuller (Bucky) delivered the Annual Discourse to the Royal Institute of British Architects (RIBA) in June 1958 at the RIBA, entitled
Experimental Probing of Architectural Initiative, in which he defined his work as "comprehensive anticipatory design science" [1].

The following year, in a talk given at the AAA in Oregon [2], Bucky said that:

"Architects, if they are to be really comprehensive, must assume the enormous task of thinking in terms always disciplined to the total world
pattern of needs, its resource flows, its recirculatory and regenerative processes,

Architects might join one another to carry on their werk in laboratories as do docters in anticipatory medicine, Architects might solve design
problems of world-resource use before people get into resource troubles. Architects might thus join forces, as do scientists, with the integrity of
inter-self accrediting of the respective abilities of each individual on the team. Architects might begin the laboratory pooling of their resource
capabilities at the university level.

Architects should tell architectural schools that they also favor research and development in the university."
To architects attending, such words would represent a clear recommendation for ACTION.
25 years later, in the introduction to an exhibition at the AA in London in 1984 [3], Cedric Price (CP) wrote that:

"In this instance, ACTION refers to that taken by me, and subsequently the office, in response to requests by others. Such requests are not
necessarily of an architectural nature and are frequently in the form of a challenge which does not necessarily suggest an architectural response.

In such cases, an architectural response has first, and quickly, to be compared within the office to the alternatives of firstly, a proposal related

to other disciplines, activities and non-architectural products or secondly, a clearly explained reason for no response at all. The latter is the first
construction 'inaction' that architects can offer, having satisfied themselves that they are of no use. To enable this response to be constructive, it
must be fast and authoritative. Indeed this is one of the finest reasons for architects to involve themselves continucusly in anticipatory design as
recommended by Buckminster Fuller."

Now, today, a further 25 years on, the 2009 call for entries to the Buckminster Fuller Challenge has been announced and is looking for
"comprehensive anticipatory design solutions that address multiple problems without creating new ones" [4]. I am therefore making a prime
example of such design the focus of my initial research proposal and of my initial pilot research, namely, 'Edukit’.

Bucky gave a talk in 1960, entitled Prime Design, in which he referred briefly to "the world educational (system)” [S], and another in 1962, issued
as Education Automation, which he devoted to the new educational system [6). Since then few architects have involved themselves in Bucky's
recommendation. CP, of course, has been the notable exception. The Potteries Thinkbelt [7], in particular, represents a radical alternative to the
traditional university, followed by his proposals for educational facilities at Atom [8], Detroit [9], and Birmingham [10], for example. It is
therefore worth noting what Gordon Pask had to say in 1969 [11]):

"A University need not be conceived as a set of buildings around a courtyard with living accommaodation and lecture theatre. The educational
system might, in certain circumstances, be spatially distributed rather than localized. In any case, architects are positively encouraged to
anticipate trends such as the development of educational technology and to provide for their impact upon whatever structure is erected. By token
of this the architect quite often comes into the picture at the time when a higher educational system is being contemplated, without commitment
to whether or not it is called a university."

The Edukit project - ie world educational system - is an early entry project of this type [12] and a new design for new learning for the "one-town
world" Bucky anticipated half a century ago [13] [14].
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